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To “childproof” means to make your home safe for your baby.  You can childproof in stages, as your baby grows.  Plan ahead, lock any area that you cannot childproof, and never leave your baby or child alone.
· Place covers on electrical outlets. 
· Place latches/locks on cabinets.
· Set temperature of water heater to 120 degrees F to prevent scalding burns.
· When cooking use the back burners and turn handles of pots inward. 
· Do not leave heavy or hot things on top of tablecloths that your child can reach and pull.
· Keep things that cause fires (cigarettes, lighters, matches, alcohol and electric tools) out of reach of your child.
· Place gates at the top and bottom of stairs.
· Check windows to make sure children cannot open or fall out of the windows.
· Keep the cords of curtains and blinds wound up, out of reach of your child.
· Keep small objects that can be choked on out of reach of your child.
· Keep poisonous things (medicines, cosmetics, bug sprays, paints, cleaning agents) out of reach of your child.  
· Keep local poison control and other emergency numbers near the phone.
· Do not leave standing water in buckets or bathtubs to prevent drowning.
If you own a gun, consider getting rid of it.  Otherwise, store it locked up, unloaded, and with the ammunition kept in a separate place.
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